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The University of Dayton

News Release
Sept. 15, 1993 .
Contact: Candace Stuart

DESPITE RED TAPE, BOSNIAN ARRIVES IN U.S.
AND BEGINS CLASSES AT UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON
DAYTON, Ohio-- When classes began at the University of Dayton at the end of
August, Bosnian Mia Bilanovic was absent -- but far from forgotten. Refused a student visa
by the United States Embassy in Copenhagen on the grounds that she had no homeland to
return to after her studies, the 20-year-old turned to her friends in Dayton for help. Her
surrogate parents, Fred and Dorothy Tuzzi of Oakwood, and the University of Dayton heard
her cry and offered a hand.
After an exchange of faxes between UD and the U.S. Embassy in Copenhagen,
Bilanovic received her visa last week. The young woman left Denmark, where she and her
sister have been living as refugees for 18 months, to begin classes at UD on Wednesday,
Sept. 15. An international studies major, Bilanovic hopes to work in the United Nations
when she graduates.
"It's been a joyful time, the last couple of days," said Fred Tuzzi, whose family hosted
Bilan<fvic in 1990 and '91 as part of an American Field Service program and spearheaded
yearlong efforts to free her from the diplomatic Catch-22. They learned on Sept. 8 that all
their work paid off when they received a phone call from a jubilant Mia informing them she
had just been granted her visa.
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UD took up Bilanovic's cause after she was denied a visa to begin as a first-year
student this fall. Working with the Tuzzi family, UD President Brother Raymond L. Fitz,
S.M., established a dialogue by fax with embassy officials that helped pave the way for
Bilanovic. "He (Brother Fitz) is, in a sense, her academic guardian and expressed a personal
commitment to do whatever needed to be done to get her here," said Richard Ferguson, a
government relations specialist in the president's office and a behind-the-scenes player in the
communications. "I think it's a message no one else could articulate. A senator or a
governor isn't the head of a university. ! think the letters reminded them Mia is a student
and that UD is anxious for her to get on with her studies and her life."
The University and the Dayton community are the real winners, Ferguson said,
because Bilanovic has so much insight and first-hand knowledge to share. "She's a
tremendous resource," he said. "I expect over the course of her time here, she'll give the
University community as much as we give her."
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To arrange an interview with Mia Bilanovic, contact Candace Stuart at (513) 2293257. Richard Ferguson can be reached at (513) 229-4122 and Fred Tozzi at (513) 4362877.

